CALIFORNIA 
‘SCHOOLS: 


Volume VIII October, 1937 Number 10 


RUA 
UN 


| | nN i 
wth, 
Po || 


- 
~ 
~~ 
—_ 
—_— 
~_ 
-- 
-~ 

~ 
= 
= — 
s 
a 
= 
— 
ea 
— 


TE 


Wahi 


bays 


California State Department of Education 


Entered as second-class matter May 8, 1930, at the Post Office at Sacramento, California, 
under the Act of August 24, 1912 


CONTENTS 


Successful Practices and New Developments in Four-Year High 


Schools __...._. _.- ca : a ee ee 245 
Interpretations of School Law.__.. TE 
For Your Information ___.. ..... 28 
Professional Literature 257 

COVER DESIGN 


San Francisco is one of the four cities of the United States which 
O. Henry designated as romantic. Rising from the shores of San Fran- 
cisco Bay, spirelike buildings climb the slopes and vanish in the distant 
hills. Travelers say it is one of the beautiful cities of the world. 

The new Bay bridge with its massive curves, the parabola of its 
supporting cables, the camber of the decks, and the batter of the towers, 
makes a gigantic frame for a picture of almost fairylike beauty. 
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Successful Practices and New Developments 
in Four-Year High Schools 


AusBrREY A. Douauass, Chief of the Division of Secondary Education 
(On leave of absence) 


The information contained in the paragraphs below has been 
supplied to the Division of Secondary Education, State Department of 
Education, in response to a request for accounts of successful practices, 
new or old, and to a further request for descriptions of plans for new 
developments. 

Many of the accounts are not unusual. They were not meant to 
be unusual. They are, however, suggestive. They are also indicative 
of thoughtfulness and care in considering problems of curriculum and 
of administration; they bespeak a vitality in the secondary schools 
which often escapes both the casual observer and the individual with 
a strong disposition toward negative criticism of secondary education. 
If the accounts and descriptions can be typified in a single sentence, 
it is this: There is an active, intelligent disposition among the prin- 
cipals and faculties of California secondary schools to discover the 
actual needs of pupils, and to plan activities in accordance with those 
needs. 

Principal W. Fred Ellis says: 


Stockton High School has recently instituted a course for senior 
boys which we believe is giving some valuable information. It is a 
course in First Aid, given by Mr. Fred F. Solomon, instructor in Physi- 
eal Education, and is intended to equip students to take care of emer- 
gencies as they may meet them. In these days when traffic accidents 
are 2 common thing, we believe that as many people as possible should 
be given some instruction in caring for the injured. That is the funda- 
mental purpose back of the course. Already it has borne fruit, for 
some of our students have had the opportunity to put their information 
to use. 

Our shop courses on the vocational level are also proving extremely 
valuable. It is difficult for us to supply the demand for trained boys 
in the various trades which we teach. We have a very satisfactory 
working agreement with industry and are, therefore, able to make a 
contribution to the business life of the community. 


Changes in mathematics somewhat different from those found in 
many places are being tried in the Sonora Union High School. Fresh- 


man algebra has been changed to a course of a year and a half, and 
includes approximately a half-year of arithmetic review. The first 
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semester thus begins with arithmetic, followed by a study of the prin- 
ciples of algebra. At the end of the year those who have not done 
vell are taken out of the course. The group that remains is allowed 
to complete the last half of algebra and to carry on into the first half 
of advanced algebra. Geometry occurs in the third year, with the 
last half of advanced algebra and trigonometry falling in the fourth 
year. The plan has resulted in fewer failures. 

A combination of general science, freshman agriculture, and fresh- 
man farm mechanics has been arranged in the Williams Union High 
School. In the same manner, girls’ general science and homemaking, 
which have operated side by side, have been combined. General science 
has been made a requirement for both boys and girls, homemaking for 
the girls, and shop for the boys. By making combinations, according 
to Principal S. J. Lighty, the school is able to take advantage of the 
Smith-Hughes apportionment. This program is especially applicable 
to small high schools which have no shop teacher other than the Smith- 
Ilughes agriculture teacher. 

In the Simi Valley High School District, the Parent-Teacher 
Association worked with the high school faeulty last yvear to aid 
students to learn to dance. The community is a rural one with no 
opportunity for students to learn dancing except on the dance floor, 
which many can not do. With the help of the Parent-Teacher Asso- 
ciation and the charge of a small fee to pay for the musie and rental, 
many have learned to dance. Five evenings of dancing class were 
conducted to give lessons and practice. One of the high school students 
is a good dancing instructor and conducted the classes, which were 
followed by an hour of practice. The enterprise was quite successful. 

At the Santa Ynez Valley Union High School a building program 
has been completed. Rather than a single building, a group of build- 
ings was designed. Spanish architecture was employed. The new 
24-aere site is located about one and a half miles west of the old school 
site. The first building constructed was that to house the agriculture 
department. It contains two classrooms and one large shop room 
divided into a wood shop and a machine or blacksmith shop. The next 
four buildings were completed in a group. The largest of these houses 
the administrative offices, library and study hall, a group of classrooms, 
the science wing, and the business department. The homemaking 
department is housed in the homemaking building which also houses 
the assembly room and the central steam heating plant. The boys’ 
and girls’ shower and dressing rooms are so designed that the present 
building becomes the back part of the regular gymnasium building 
which is a part of future plans. The smallest building houses only 
the school’s well, pump, and pressure tank. Within the school, Prin- 
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cipal Bert M. Carner believes that the most interesting thing is a 
‘‘General English’’ course. To the course are admitted students from 
the upper three classes within the school chosen from those students 
who have not been happy in their English work—the regular English 
classes. If a sophomore, for instance, did not receive credit in his 
first year English, he may take the General English course and elect 
it for first or second year credit. Practically all class work grows 
out of the use of such books as Carpenter’s Travels, Manners and 
Customs of Mankind, novels that are chosen by the student from a 
prepared list, and current magazines, the most popular of which is 
the Reader’s Digest. 

In the Valencia High School, Placentia, standardized tests were 
used to discover how well pupils learned the fundamentals of English 
in fused courses. The results showed that pupils received more English 
training than under the old plan. Special care was, however, taken 
to see to it that pupils received needed drill, and flexible assignments 
permitted adaptation of work to pupils of low academic ability. The 
attitude of the punils toward good English usage, spelling, and vocabu- 
lary was raised to a level where they desired improvement even when 
the threat of receiving poor grades was removed. The fused course, 
including English, social science, science, art, and music, given formerly 
in grade nine, will be extended into grade ten. Another change in 
requirements will soon be initiated. All students will be enrolled in 
one of the vocational fields. It is hoped that beginning students will 
be able to choose the vocational field of their greatest interest and will 
remain in that field four years, at the same time completing college 
entrance requirements or working in a second field of interest. 

Because they doubt that ninth grace pupils are ready for specific 
college preparatory courses, the faculty of the Kelseyville Union High 
School is considering the policy of offering academic courses only in 
grades 10, 11, and 12. Such a change would make possible a full year 
of general science and a full year of social studies in which vocational 
civics can be stressed. Other changes contemplated in the program 
have to do with the organization of more vocational education. 

In the Inglewood Union High School, Principal Harold O. Simar 
believes that free reading has helped literature and made it more vital. 
The course in freshman orientation is very successful, and a elass in 
senior orientation is being organized for the current school vear. New 
courses which are being developed are metal shop with emphasis upon 
airplane construction, and radio. Experimentation in fused or inte- 
grated courses has yielded but little success. 

In the MeFarland High School, a course in natural science is 
offered which Principal L. W. Hedge believes to be an approach to 
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the answer of the problem of science offerings in the small school. It 
is a survey course in laboratory science on the eleventh and twelfth 
grade level, covering fundamental principles of astronomy, physics, 
chemistry, zoology, botany, human anatomy, and psychology. It is 
designed as the science requirement for those students who take only 
one year of science in high school or as a prerequisite for physics or 
chemistry or both. Reference sets are used in place of single texts. 

At the Wasco Union High School, every teacher was urged to 
make any and all recommendations or suggestions which he thought 
might improve the school organization and classroom work. No limits 
were given. The result was a very long list and in many eases con- 
structive suggestions. Each teacher was given opportunity to select 
the type of work in which he was most interested, with the result that 
every teacher was assigned to a committee, which carried on a thorough 
investigation of all the topics suggested along one line. The chairman 
of each committee brought in a report with recommendations of the 
work of that committee. These committee chairmen and the vice 
principal and the principal acted as a coordinating committee and have 
modified the courses of study from these reeommendations. No drastic 
changes were made, but, on the other hand, the increased interest on 
the part of high school instructors has been one of the principal 
advantages. 

Teachers of the Mount Shasta High School have, during the past 
year, prepared a series of articles for publication in the local paper. 
The articles dealt with various phases of the curriculum and student 
activities, and are for the purpose of giving to the public information 
about the schools. There have also been published articles by students 
describing the work going on in the various classes. An article by 
Carl Jorgensen on football was such a well written statement that it 
was copied in several of the Bay papers. 

At the Mariposa County High School, Mariposa, the belief that 
pupils who fail in English dislike English gave rise to an interesting 
experiment. A course entitled ‘‘English A’’ was placed in the hands 
of a teacher outside the department of English, with instructions to 
make the students like it. No questions were to be asked about 
methods. This was done because it was feared that an English teacher 
would probably not be able to escape the conviction that he must 
teach English. Principal J. L. Spriggs describes the course as follows: 


Students are permitted to read anything they like and as long as 
they are busy reading nothing is said. The teacher spends his time 
looking up interesting reading material in which the student is inter- 
ested. On occasion and as the spirit moves, instruction is given in 
grammar, spelling, and letter writing, but it is not forced. The need 
is felt and the instruction is given. Results have been very satisfactory. 
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All the flunkers like the course. They develop an interest in reading 
which is a worth-while outcome. Most of them go back after a year in 
English A and pass in their regular English work in good shape. They 
have a different attitude toward English and that is what counts. At 
first they read the “pulps” to a great extent and we fill them up with 


them. Soon they tire and want something better, and thus we lead 
them on to better literature. Invariably they develop the habit of enjoy- 


ing reading and that is a whole lot for some of them. 


The ninth grade orientation course in Beverly Hills High School 
is designed to bridge the gap between the four-year high school and the 
elementary school. It aims to help ninth grade students to adjust 
themselves to their new environment by combining in a double period 
those elements of social studies and English which are most essential 
to the building of worth-while attitudes, ideals, and habits. Since 
the development of the individual is more important than the subject 
matter covered, the course is not a part of any one department, but 
is under the direction of the guidance department in cooperation with 
the English and social studies departments. 

Four main units make up the outline of the eourse. The first 
unit on ‘‘You and Your School’’ serves to introduce the students to 
the routine of the school and acquaint him with the various activities 
in which he may engage. He is given careful euidance in the plan- 
ning of his future course in high school. He also learns through 
diagnostic tests what his greatest weaknesses may be in spelling, pen- 
manship, reading, oral work, and study habits. An attempt is made 
to overcome these particular problems by frequent and directed drill. 

The second unit on ‘‘You and Your Leisure Time’’ stresses the 
development of wise leisure-time activities both in and out of school. 
An interest in hobbies and clubs is stimulated as well as a discrimi- 
nating appreciation of the radio and motion pictures. 

The next unit, ‘‘You and Your Community,’’ widens the scope of 
interest to the community. <A study of Beverly Hills history and goy- 
ernment is made through interviews with public officials, by field trips 
to places of interest and by a general study of the principles of com- 
munity living. 

The concluding unit on ‘‘You and Your Nation’’ introduces the 
student to the larger problems of the nation. After a review of the 
geographical features of the country, he is given an opportunity to 
study some of the current problems of our changing American culture. 

Self-directed activity is encouraged by using the classroom as a 
laboratory. Creative work is stimulated by the writing of stories and 
plays and the publishing of a class paper, the Orientator. Moving 
pictures and field trips followed by class discussion and reports moti- 
vate constructive thinking. 


? 
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The cooperative spirit has been developed through the organiza- 
tion of a ninth grade council composed of representatives from each 
class. Student committees arrange for field trips, class parties, and 
interroom contests, thus developing leadership and socialized activity 
in a group which is sometimes overlooked when upper classmen domi- 
nate the school. The first year has been largely experimental, but it 
is felt that the outcomes have been so successfully realized, that the 
course must be continued. 

At the San Benito County High School, Hollister, two councilors 
geo to the country schools to register freshmen for the coming year. 
Instead of the old method of registration, used by most high schools, 
these two teachers are interviewing each incoming freshman individu- 
ally. The courses given are gone over and the freshman advised as 
to the work. This gives each student an interest in the work, and 
an added interest in coming to high school. The student is advised 
to make a copy of his program, and this enables him to enter his 
classes the first day and start work. 


(To be continued in the November number of California Schools) 


INTERPRETATIONS OF SCHOOL LAW | 


Attorney General’s Opinions 

Authority of District to Employ Private Counsel 

Except as provided in School Code sections 2.850-2.859 there is 
no power vested in the governing board of a school district to employ 
private counsel to assist the district attorney in the defense of an action 
brought by a teacher against the board to compel the reinstatement of 
the teacher (citing A. G. O. 7687, 4002, and letters of Attorney Gen- 
eral to Sacramento Grand Jury and District Attorney MeGowan of 
Glenn County dated April 14, 1926, and January 31, 1924, respee- 
tively). (A. G. O. NS577, September 11, 1937) 


Disposition of Balances of Bond Moneys in District Building Fund 

Where bonds of a school district were issued and sold and the pro- 
eeeds thereof placed in the building fund of the distriet (School 
Code section 4.975), the balance remaining in such fund after the com- 
pletion of the building project for which the bonds were issued and 
the payment of all indebtedness incurred in connection therewith may 
be placed in the interest and sinking fund of the district. (A. G. O. 
NS607, September 25, 1937) 


Effect of 1935 Amendment of School Code Section 5.161 

The 1935 amendment to School Code section 5.161 (Chapter 551, 
Statutes 1935) is not unconstitutional, nor is it controlled by School 
Code section 5.131, and such amendment is effective in every case 
regardless of whether the individual now holding a certificate pos- 
sessed such certificate prior to December 31, 1936. (A. G. O. NS601, 
October 13, 1937) 


Inclusion of Unauthorized Conditions in Submission of District Bond 

Issue 

There is no authorization in the provisions of the School Code 
relating to the issuance of school district bonds (School Code sections 
4.960 et seq.) which permits the inclusion, in the submission of the 
matter of the issuance of bonds to the electorate of a district, of any 
conditions giving local contractors a preference over outside contrae- 
tors, specifying that only residents of the district may be employed on 
work authorized or that all labor must be cleared through a certain 
labor council. (A. G. O. NS599, September 17, 1937) 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


EDUCATIONAL BROADCASTS 


Broadcasts Sponsored by the California State Department of Education 
Education Today, Saturdays, 6:00-6:15 p.m., KGO 
Pageant of Youth, Wednesdays, 10:00-10:30 p.m., KLX 
Agricultural Service Interviews, Tuesdays, 9:00-9:15 a.m., KPO, KFI, KFSD 


Alameda School of the Air 
Great Moments from Literature, Mondays, 1:30-1:45 p.m., KLX 
Exploring Nature’s Secrets, Tuesdays, 1:30-1:45 p.m., KLX 
California History Program, Wednesdays, 1:30-1:45 p.m., KLX 
The Adventures of Brother Buzz, Thursdays, 11 :15-11:30 a.m., KLX 
David and Susan in California, Thursdays, 1:30-1:45 p.m., KLX 
United States History Program, Fridays, 1:30-1:45 p.m., KLX 


National Education Association 
Exits and Entrances, Mondays, 11:30 a.m., KNX, KSFO 
Our American Schools, Wednesdays, 3:00 p.m., Saturdays, 8:00 a.m., KPO and 
Red Network 


SELECTED EDUCATIONAL AND ENTERTAINMENT 
BROADCASTS 


SUNDAYS 
9 :30 a.m.—University of Chicago Round Table Discussion. NBC Red.! 
11:30 a.m.—Living Dramas of the Bible. KSFO, KNX. 
1:30 p.m.—The World is Yours. NBC Red. 
9:00 p.m.—Tales of California. KGO. 
10:15 p.m.—Art of Conversation. KSFO, KNX. 


MONDAYS 
9:30 a.m.—The New World in Education. NBC Blue.’ 
7:30 p.m.—National Radio Forum. NBC Blue. 
9:00 p.m.—Stanford University Program. NBC Blue. 


TUESDAYS 
11:00 a.m.—Dr. Maddy’s Band Lessons. NBC Blue. 
12 :45 p.m.—Have You Heard? NBC Blue. 
5:30 p.m.—Mindways. NBC Blue. 
5:45 p.m.—Safety First. NBC Blue. 
9:45 p.m.—The University Explorer, University of California. NBC Blue. 
10:15 p.m.—Poetie Idyls of Browning. KSFO, KNX. 


1NBC Red Network—KPO, KFI, KWG. 
2NBC Blue Network—KGO, KECA, KFSD. 
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WEDNESDAYS 
9 :30 a.m.—California Federation of Women’s Clubs. NBC Blue. 
1:30 p.m.—National Congress of Parents and Teachers. NBC Blue. 
9:00 p.m.—Cavalcade of America. KSFO, KNX. 


THURSDAYS 
11:00 a.m.—Standard School Broadcast. NBC Red. 
3:45 p.m.—Children’s Hour. NBC Blue. 
6:30 p.m.—Your Government at Your Service—Interview. NBC Red. 
7:30 p.m.—We the People, by Phillips Lord. KSFO, KNX. 
8:15 p.m.—Standard Symphony Hour. NBC Red. 
9 :45 p.m.—The University Explorer. NBC Blue. 


FRIDAYS 
3 :00 p.m.—Education in the News. NBC Red. 
3:30 p.m.—Books and Things, by Dr. Van Wyck. KFRC, KHJ. 
6:30 p.m.—Chester Rowell—News Behind the News. NBC Blue. 
7:45 p.m.—Dorothy Thompson—People in the News. NBC Red. 
8:45 p.m.—California State Chamber of Commerce. NBC Blue. 


SATURDAYS 
2:45 p.m.—The Art of Living. NBC Red. 


DatLy Except SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 
9:15 a.m.—Your News Parade, Edwin C. Hill. KSFO, KNX. 
11 :45 a.m.—Between the Book Ends with Ted Malone. KSFO, KNX. 
1:30 p.m.—Radio University, Dr. Seth Maker. KSFO, KHJ. 


1:30 p.m.—Radio Campus, University of Southern Califonia. KFRC, KHJ. 


Brave New World 


‘‘Brave New World’’ is the title of a vast education program 
through radio backed by the United States government to dramatize 
Latin-American life and problems, and to promote the good neighbor 
policy of this country with Latin-America. Beginning November 1, 
1937, this radio series will be presented, in 26 episodes, each Monday 
from 7:30 to 8:00 p.m. over the Columbia Broadcasting System. 


Topies for November and December, 1937, are as follows: 


November 1—Conquerors of a New World 

November 8—The Empire of the Sun 

November 15—The Magnificent Mayans 

November 22—Voices in the Wilderness 

November 29—The Damon and Pythias of the Revolution 
December 6—America’s Most Famous Interview 

December 13—Early Efforts for an American League of Nations 
December 20—Christ of the Andes 

December 27—The Schoolmaster President 


CONFERENCE ON EDUCATIONAL BROADCASTING 


The second National Conference on Educational Broadcasting will 
be held at the Drake Hotel in Chicago, November 29-December 1, 1937. 
Spokesmen for the radio audience, the radio industry, and education 


will express their views on the problems and progress of educational 
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broadeasting. Representatives of the Federal Radio Education Com- 
mittee, the Federal Communications Commission, and the Office of 
Education Radio Project will report on government activity in edu- 
cation by radio. 


MATERIAL FOR PUBLICATION IN BULLETIN OF DEPARTMENT 
OF SECONDARY-SCHOOL PRINCIPALS 

The Department of Secondary-School Principals of the National 
Education Association is interested in securing for publication in the 
‘‘Notes and Announcements”’ section of its Bulletin, news releases, 
articles, and other suitable materials. The Department is particularly 
interested in significant developments in connection with secondary 
schools such as curriculum revisions and reorganizations, changes in 
the personnel of principals, activities of organizations and groups, 
contributions to the secondary field, and the necrology of secondary 
school administrators. Materials of this nature should be addressed 
to H. V. Church, Executive Secretary, 5835 Kimbark Avenue, Chicago, 


Illinois. 


NATIONAL COUNCIL OF TEACHERS OF ENGLISH MEET 


The modern concept of education as life itself will underlie many 
of the addresses to be given at the annual meeting of the National 
Couneil of Teachers of Enelish in Buffalo, November 25-27, 1937. 
‘‘Reereating Life Through Literature and Language’’ is the general 
theme chosen for the convention by the president, Holland D. Roberts 
of Stanford University and Menlo School and Junior College. Any 
one interested in present trends in education will be weleomed at the 
meeting. Additional information may be secured from the October 
issue of the English Journal or from the Council offices, 211 West 68th 


Street, Chicago. 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS ANNOUNCED 
The National Conference on Research in English announces the 
following publications: 


1. Principles of Method in Elementary English Composition: The Fifth Annual 
Research Bulletin, by Dr. Harry A. Greene, Chairman. 

2. Research Problems in Reading in the Elementary School. A research bulletin 
by Dr. D. D. Durrell with critiques by Dr. Paul McKee, Dr. William S. Gray. 
and Dr. Arthur I. Gates. 

3. Grading Children’s Books. A Research Monograph, by Dr. Carleton C. Wash- 
burne, Miss Vivian Weedon, and Mrs. Mabel Vogel Morphett. 

4. A Summary of Recent Studies in Elementary School Reading, by Dr. Emmett 
A. Betts. 

5. A Manual of Style in Elementary School English—Grades 4-6 inclusive: A 
Handbook of Good English for Grade School Boys and Girls, by Dr. Robert C. 

Pooley, Miss Delia E. Kibbe, and Dr. Lou LaBrant. 


October, 1987 CALIFORNIA SCHOOLS 955 


The first two of these publications are now available at 50 cents 
a copy. 

Orders for the bulletins may be placed with the conference secre- 
tary, C. C. Certain, Box 67, North End Station, Detroit, Michigan. 


PUBLICATIONS BY THE AMERICAN COUNCIL ON EDUCATION 


Two timely booklets on the motion picture in education have 
recently been published by the American Council on Education. The 
Motion Picture in Education: Its Status and Its Needs is a review of 
five major problems which must be considered by any one interested 
in the development of visual instruction. Teaching with Motion Pic- 
tures: A Handbook of Administrative Practice, by Edgar Dale and 
Lloyd Ramseyer, deals specifically with the major problems of the use 
of motion pictures in the classroom. It is intended for the teacher 
and administrator, and provides concrete answers to the most fre- 
quently posed questions relating to motion pictures and other visual 
teaching materials. These booklets may be secured for 10 and 40 cents 
respectively from the American Council on Education, 744 Jackson 
Place, Washington, D. C. 


JUNIOR SCHOLASTIC, A NEW PUBLICATION 


The first issue of Junior Scholastic, a companion magazine to 
Scholastic, the American High “School Weekly, was distributed in 
classrooms throughout the United States with the opening of schools 
in September. Publication of the new magazine was undertaken in 
response to requests from educational administrators and classroom 
teachers for a magazine intended for use in the upper elementary 
grades and the junior high school. 

Each issue of Junior Scholastic will be built around a lively 
theme. Forthcoming issues will deal with transportation by water, 
transportation by highway, transportation by railroads, transportation 
by air. The new magazine is especially designed for use in English 
and social studies classes. It will employ a simplified vocabulary and 
a large and legible type. The text will be profusely illustrated with 
pictures and drawings. Further information about Junior Scholastic 
may be secured from Scholastic Publications, 250 East 43 Street, New 
York, N. Y. 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION PUBLICATION 


For the eager reader bewildered by the mass of books in a library 
or the display in the bookseller’s window, the American Library Asso- 
ciation has published a small guide entitled Books that Have Shaped 
the World, by Fred Eastman. In this volume, Dr. Eastman’s brief 
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essays on drama, biography, poetry, fiction, and the essay are as inter- 
esting and informal as personal letters. Each of the essays introduces 
a short list of books recommended by Dr. Eastman as the most enjoy- 
able in that field, each title aptly characterized in a single sentence. 


RAILWAY LITERATURE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


The Association of American Railroads has prepared a bibliogra- 
phy entitled Railway Literature for Young People which is designed 
to answer many inquiries which are received by the American railways 
concerning railway literature for young people. 

The bibliography lists 150 books, booklets, and periodicals suitable 
for boys and girls ranging up to advanced high school age and cover- 
ing practically every conceivable subject relating to railway transpor- 
tation, past and present. The supply does not permit a distribution 
to schoo] pupils but the Association will send a free copy of the booklet 
to any school superintendent or teacher or librarian upon request. 
The Association does not solicit or accept orders for any book or 
periodical for which there is a charge. Purchases should be made 
through local book dealers or direct from the publishers. 

Requests for the bibliography should be addressed to the Associa- 
tion of American Railroads, Washington, D. C. 


THEODORE ROOSEVELT ANNIVERSARY 


October 27, 1937, will mark the seventy-ninth anniversary of the 
birth of Theodore Roosevelt. His life of conspicuous service to his 
country may well be commemorated in the public schools of California. 

The Women’s Roosevelt Memorial Association, Roosevelt House, 
28 East Twentieth Street, New York, N. Y., will be glad to furnish 
upon request copies of a suggested program to be used in commemo- 
rating the anniversary of Roosevelt’s birth. 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE 


REVIEWS 


Study of Local School Units in California. Compiled by George C. Mann and 
Ernest E. Oertel. Sacramento: California State Department of Education, 1987. 


At the expense of the United States Office of Education, a summary of the 
reports of the federal study of local school units in California has been prepared 
and printed in bulletin form for distribution by the State Department of Educa- 
tion. 

The study was only one of ten such projects in as many different states con- 
ducted and financed by the Office of Education of the Department of the Interior. 
The purpose of the study was to determine how larger administrative units and 
attendance areas in each of the ten states could be set up, which would provide 
more equable distribution of educational opportunities and of taxation for school 
purposes, and the more economical and efficient use of school funds. 

The outline of the study was suggested by a conference of school officials, 
called in 1935 by J. W. Studebaker, Federal Commissioner of Education, and 
prepared by his office. With only a slight variation, the scope and procedures 
were the same in each of the states selected for this study. The factual material, 
furnished by the local school officials and the State Department of Education, the 
topographic and economic features of various sections of the state, and the 
nationally accepted standards for local school units furnished the bases for the 
conclusions and recommendations of the full reports that were made for the United 
States Office of Education. Dr. Ernest E. Oertel as associate director represented 
the Federal Office of Education, and was in immediate charge of the gathering 
and compiling of data, and directing and writing the reports for the Office of 
Education at Washington. The study was limited to regular day elementary and 
high schools. 

This published summary covers the evolution of the local school unit in 
California, which is highly informative material; the present status of school dis- 
trict organization; explanation of the nationally accepted standards for the 
organization of local school units; the recognition of the need for school district 
reorganization with statements of leading school administrators in this and other 
states on the defects of the small school district systems; reorganization proposals 
made by this federal study with concrete plans for district reorganization in fifteen 
representative counties of the state; a review of various bills proposing reorganiza- 
tion, introduced in the Legislature of the state during the past ten years; and 
definite recommendations as to immediate legislation that should be passed looking 
to the eventual reduction of the present 3000 administrative units to 88, which is 
the staff’s conclusion as to the most desirable set-up for the local administration 
of the schools of California. 

A perusal of the bulletin will give valuable information relating to the school 
system of the state, its development, operation, and financing. The conclusions 
and recommendations contained therein will provoke thought and arouse discussion 
in educational circles and tax-studying associations. While the reorganization 
proposals for this state may not be effected or meet the approval of a majority 
of the people, a very necessary and excellent preliminary work has been done— 
one that will direct the thought of both school people and lay citizens to a more 
satisfactory organization of the schools and a more efficient and economical 
administration thereof. GreorcE C. MANN 
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MirRIAM KAaLiLeN. A Primary Teacher Steps Out. Boston: Lathrop, Lee and 
Shepard Company, 1936. Pp. 10+241. 

Here is a book in which a teacher writes from her own experiences in stepping 
from the “old to the new” in educational procedure. She was surrounded by 
skeptics assuring her it could not be done with forty children, limited equipment, 
and a prescribed course of study. 

Miss Kallen carried on a progressive program in a crowded primary reom, 
equipped in a formal way, and successfully combated the spirit of conformity which 
so often saps “the initiative and professional interest of young teachers.” 

The book is simply and directly written and filled with examples of oral and 
written expression, and art done by the children themselves. 

The teacher notes the benefits she derived personally as a result of departing 
from stereotyped procedures and cites particular cases of maladjusted children who 
benefited specifically from the informal techniques dedicated to the development of 
wholesome personalities. 

GLADYS L. POTTER 
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